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The bravery and dedication he dis-
played as a pilot in World War II make
him a very deserving recipient of the
Congressional Gold Medal, and I am
proud and thankful to have such brave
veterans like them in my district.

Congratulations, Mr. Bonner.

———————

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD
START

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
family income shouldn’t dictate a
child’s educational outcome; but today,
study after study shows that children
from lower-income families face unique
social, emotional, and financial chal-
lenges that lead them to start school
already behind their peers.

We began addressing this problem in
1965 when President Lyndon Johnson
established the Head Start program.
Fifty years later, over 30 million of our
most vulnerable children have bene-
fited from Head Start and a more level
playing field.

In Illinois today, there are 48 Head
Start programs across the State. These
programs not only provide opportuni-
ties for more than 40,000 Illinois chil-
dren and their families each year, but
they also give tens of thousands of pas-
sionate educators the chance to give
our most needy children a shot at suc-
cess.

This week, as we celebrate the 50th
anniversary of Head Start, I urge my
colleagues to stand with me in support
of this vital program. I look forward to
ensuring that all children can have an
equal opportunity to succeed.

I want to salute our troops, our vet-
erans, and those who gave their lives as
we move into Memorial Day.

———
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PROBLEMS AT THE IRS CONTINUE

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, while it
may feel like a case of deja vu, the sad
fact of the matter is, we are once again
talking about real problems at the IRS.
This time, the Treasury inspector gen-
eral reports that 1,600 IRS agents in a
10-year period did not pay their taxes.

While it is bad enough to think that
those tasked with collecting our taxes
can’t manage to pay their own, what
makes this case worse is that a major-
ity of these employees were given re-
duced penalties instead of facing the
full consequences of their actions. A
number of these employees even re-
ceived promotions and bonuses.

Mr. Speaker, taxpayers deserve bet-
ter than a government agency that
can’t seem to follow the rules, and
hard-working Americans should be
treated with more respect. It is time
for more oversight and more trans-
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parency at this agency and holding em-
ployees accountable who break the
rules.

——————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD
START

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of Head
Start, which President Johnson an-
nounced May 18, 1965. Head Start is our
Nation’s commitment that every
child—regardless of their ZIP Code—
has an opportunity to succeed.

Since its creation, Head Start has
prepared more than 30 million children
for success in the classroom and be-
yond. My former district director, a
brilliant African American man, was a
Head Start graduate. His story and
millions of others demonstrate just
how important early childhood edu-
cation programs are.

Yet nearly 57,000 children across the
country have lost access because of
draconian sequester cuts, and the 2016
Republican budget makes it worse by
removing another 35,000 children from
the program, including 4,500 from my
home State of California.

Our children deserve better. How in
the world will they compete with chil-
dren throughout the world if we deny
them an early start?

Mr. Speaker, we know high-quality,
early childhood education is one of the
best investments we can make. So on
the 50th anniversary of Head Start, I
urge my colleagues to fully support
this critical program and leave no child
behind.

I, too, want to commemorate and re-
member my dad, a veteran who served
in two wars. And also, I want to com-
memorate and thank our veterans, our
young men and women on duty, and
those who have paid a very serious
price on behalf of this country.

——————

SPURRING PRIVATE AEROSPACE
COMPETITIVENESS AND ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP ACT OF 2015

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill, H.R. 2262.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 273 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2262.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2262) to
facilitate a pro-growth environment
for the developing commercial space
industry by encouraging private sector
investment and creating more stable
and predictable regulatory conditions,
and for other purposes, with Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY) and the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. MCCARTHY. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, when I was a child, I
learned that there was more to our uni-
verse than just my home and my town.
There were people in great cities.
There were buildings that stretched to
the clouds. There were machines that
could explore the character of atoms
and telescopes that saw into distant
galaxies. There is so much in the
world.

And in recent decades, we have grown
accustomed to seeing it all. Entire con-
tinents and countries are a plane ride
away. The Internet is a window to the
world from the comfort of our homes.
In this time of innovation, what was
once unimaginable is now common, and
what was once distant now feels so
close.

But we all know there is still so
much left to learn. In my heart, I be-
lieve man’s journey of exploration and
discovery has barely begun.

For generations, dating back to the
dawn of humankind, every man,
woman, and child has looked up to the
stars in wonder. We imagined that the
dots of light could reveal a glimpse of
the future. And we thought that each
night, we saw the whole heavens
stretching above us.

But as technology has given us new
eyes to see the universe, we discovered
that even on the clearest of nights, we
can only see a fraction of the stars in
one small section of our galaxy.

I still look up at the stars with won-
der. And I know that we are only at the
start of our mission into this great
frontier.

You see, I spent time in school, just
like every Kkid in America, learning
about our first voyages into space and
the Moon landing. I remember how
much pride I felt, knowing that Amer-
ica did it first and that our flag still
flies up there today.

But that is not where we were meant
to stop.

America has always led because it is
in our nature to lead. We crossed over
the mountains of Appalachia and into
the Great Plains. We climbed the
Rockies to the golden coast of Cali-
fornia and beyond, creating a Nation in
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